Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan

presents

The First 2010-2011 Thursday Morning Lecture Series

Discover Mexico, Our Multifaceted Neighbor

September 23
THE DEVELOPMENT OF MESO-AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS 


FROM 1000 BCE TO THE SPANISH CONQUEST

David Frye, PhD

Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

The presentation will seek to achieve a balance between a recognition of the social and civilizational ties that unite ancient Mexican civilizations and the ethnic and cultural diversity of those societies.  The speaker will spend most of the talk on the "big 2" -- Aztec and Maya -- but plans to comment on other interesting Mexican civilizations (Gulf Coast, Western, etc.).

September 30
"WE SHOULD BURN THE CHAIR TO END AMBITIONS": 




ZAPATISMO AND THE QUESTION OF THE LAND

Gareth Williams, PhD

Associate Professor of Romance Languages and Literature, University of 
Michigan 

This presentation examines the multiple stories embedded in the photograph commonly called "Villa en la silla presidencial" ("Villa on the Presidential Chair").  Taken on December 6th, 1914, as the peasant armies of the north and south occupied Mexico City and walked freely into the presidential palace, this image captures the moment of greatest intensity in the social curve of the Mexican revolution.  As the acclaimed historian Enrique Krauze puts it, "It was perhaps Zapatismo that exercised the greatest influence in the readjustment of the historical optic.  The mere presence of Zapatistas in Mexico City in 1914 was an immediate corrective to the Porfirian idea of Mexico as a Greek or Egyptian necropolis."  This presentation will evaluate the importance of this day, and of this image, for our understanding of the relation between the state, the land and the peasantry in twentieth century Mexico, from the revolution to the implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement on January 1st, 1994.

October 7
MEXICAN MURALS


Marie Alsace Galindo 

Special Legal Consultant on Mexican Law

B. A. (UIA), J. D. (UNAM), LL. M. (University of London, QMW)

Murals have been used as an art form extensively in Mexican history.  Their use extends to pre-colonial Mexican history.  The murals have an educative purpose as well as a means to convey social and political views.  Ms. Galindo will use the background of murals in Mexican history as an introduction to discussing twentieth century muralists and their work to reunify Mexico after the Mexican Revolution.

October 14
TRAVELS TO MEXICO

Stephanie Schneiderman

 Master of International Management

 Owner/Founder, Tia Stephanie Tours, Cultural Journeys to Mexico

Stephanie Schneiderman, of Tia Stephanie Tours seeks to provide inquisitive travelers with cultural and educational experiences that offer deep insight into Mexico and the Mexican people.  Her mission is to take curious travelers beyond the beach destinations to learn more about the rich and complex culture of Mexico and the Mexican people, our neighbors to the south.  She has organized cultural and educational travel programs for Colleges, Museums, Fiber Arts Guilds and other organizations.  Special Topics include:  Art History, Archeology:  Ancient Civilizations and Present-Day Cultures, Textile Arts, Culture and Cuisine and Festivals.  “In an increasingly homogenized world, recognizing and appreciating cultural diversity is the first step in its survival”, says Schneiderman.  In this presentation we will learn about Mexico destinations such as Oaxaca, Chiapas, Campeche, Yucatan, Mexico City, Michoacan, and Mexico's Colonial Heartland that reflect the depth and breadth of history, ethnography and cultural diversity found in Mexico, just a four hour flight away!

October 21
AGAINST NEOLIBERAL MEXICO: WORKER, CAMPESINO, AND 



INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY STRUGGLES FOR A NEW ORDER

Ian Robinson, PhD

Lecturer and Research Scientist, Residential College and Department of Sociology, University of Michigan

Since the mid-1980s, Mexico’s economy has been radically restructured in line with neoliberal (i.e. “free market”) principles.  This talk sketches the main lines of this restructuring, explores what it meant for Mexico’s industrial workers, its small farmers (campesinos) and its indigenous peoples, and highlights the most important struggles by members of these groups to replace neoliberal policies with alternative visions of a just society.  Ian Robinson is a Lecturer and Research Scientist in the Sociology Department and the Residential College’s concentration in Social Theory and Practice at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor.  He began work on these issues as a policy analyst for the Ontario government during the NAFTA negotiations in the early 1990s. 

October 28
MEXICAN IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES: A 




HISTORICAL OVERVIEW


Rubén Martinez, PhD

Professor of Sociology and Director of the Julian Samora Research Institute, Michigan State University

This presentation will provide an overview of the patterns of immigration from Mexico to the United States from the conclusion of the American Mexican War in 1848 to the present. It will examine the push and pull factors that have shaped the patterns of immigration, including the policies and relations between Mexico and the U.S., and highlight the contexts of reception in the U.S. that have shaped the incorporation of Mexican immigrants. It concludes with a focus on the impact of globalization forces on immigration and translation labor.

The planning committee gives special thanks to Vicente Sanchez Ventura, the Mexican Counsel in Detroit, and members of his staff for their help in the preparation of this series.
This Lecture Series was planned by Charles Garvin, Muriel Converse, Patricia Rutowski, Bill Roberts, Wes Vivian, and Dan Converse, chair.

Note:  Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan reserves the right to substitute speakers.  Lecture is canceled whenever Ann Arbor Public Schools close due to severe weather.  Call 734-998-9351 to confirm cancellation of the day’s scheduled lecture. For more information about Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Michigan and/or to print out registration forms, go to: http://olliumich.org
Location: Clarion Hotel and Conference Center, 2900 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor, MI

Time: 10:00-11:30 AM

Fee: $30 for the six week series, $120 for the entire year of Thursday AM Lectures
Registration and payment to: OLLI, 2401 Plymouth Road, Suite C, Ann Arbor, MI 49105
